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ABSTRACT

Gender Impact Assessment Analysis on the Policies Improving the Quality of Life
for Farmers and Fishers

The purpose of this research is to conduct Gender Impact Assessment
Analysis on the policies improving quality of life for farmers and fishers
and to suggest policy recommendations to make rural environment more
beneficial for both men and women. 118 programs in seven policy groups
- (1) health and welfare; (2) education; (3) infrastructure; (4) economy; (5)
culture; (6) environment and landscape; (7) regional capacity were
evaluated with Gender Impact Assessment Analysis. 11 programs among
them contained gender-biased contents in rules and regulations as well as
service 1mplementation plan. Based on the results of Gender Impact
Assessment Analysis, suggestions to make policies more gender—cognitive
were made.

As the first step of the research, socio—economic environmental changes
in Korean rural communities were analyzed to develop policy implications
for improving the quality of life for farmers and fishers. In the
demographical changes in rural areas, rapid industrialization results in the
shrinking and aging rural population. The share of the members of farm
households in the total population continuously dropped from 28.9% in 1980
to 6.4% in 2010. Young people have accounted for most of the decrease in
the rural population, resulting in the rapid aging of the population. The
falling rural population and rapid aging have resulted in the change of
family structure as well. The average number of farm household members
1s 2.6 persons in 2010, overtaking urban families. In rural communities, the
number of aged citizens who live alone has been rising. Most of the aged
citizens living alone are women and they are not only economically poor
and unhealthy, but they are also not well protected by social security net

such as national pension system.
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Under the circumstances, needs of women in farming and fishing
industry have changed. As the types of businesses diversified, female
farmers and fishers want to earn off-farm incomes and stabilize and
expand their income sources. Farming in Korea has undergone a change
from producing food crops mainly to planting different types of crops and
producing livestock, specialty crops and flowers. And with the market
opening of agricultural products, much value is added to the processing
and preserving rather than producing. E-commerce is also activated in
agricultural product market. Thus, the roles of women farmers are
expected to be enlarged. Human resources of women farmers should be
developed and special training programs should be provided including IT
capacity building, tailored to the needs of these women.

In addition, women farmers and fishers feel the lack of welfare
services such as child care and health services. They are discovered to
enjoy far less welfare services. Many of them are limited in the access to
health services, child care services, and cultural activities. More social
welfare and cultural infrastructure should be established in order for rural
women to enjoy equivalent benefits. In addition general living environments
should be improved including roads, parking spaces, central water supply
and sewage. Many women In rural communities concern the educational
environments for their children, which should be addressed.

The results of Gender Impact Assessment Analysis showed inequities among 11
programs in 5 different policy groups. Major problems were found in programs
related to economy and regional development, which were closely related to social
and economic independence of women in rural and fishing communities. In
addition to the detailed policy implications for each problem to amend gender
Inequalities in programs, more comprehensive policy recommendations were as
follows; @ increases in child support and domestic help for women in business
and leadership training as well as in busy agricultural and fishing works; @

institutional changes in training programs, which are inefficient and
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male-oriented; 3 supports for start-up business of female entrepreneur; @)
continued institutional efforts to raise female leaders in rural and fishing

communities.
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(F5 1) 42X ik SEXIY ARIZHA 3

s 2} Al
Tk 19 ~294) 87( 8.7%) 90( 9.0%) 177(17.7%)
Tk 30~394) 86( 8.6%) 114(11.4%) 200(20.0%)
A Tk 40 ~49A4) 101(10.1%) 94( 9.4%) 195(19.5%)
9k 50~59A]) 105(10.5%) 104(10.4%) 209(20.9%)
Tk 604 o)At 110(11.0%) 109(10.9%) 219(21.9%)
2z o3} 248(24.8%) 177(17.7%) 425(42.5%)
ia=] A 191(19.1%) 237(23.7%) 428(42.8%)
=3 50( 5.0%) 97( 9.7%) 147(14.7%)
e 11( 1.1%) 17( 1.7%) 208(20.8%)
Ry 15( 1.5%) 19( 1.9%) 74( 7.4%)
s1E 16( 1.6%) 18( 1.8%) S4( 5.4%)
Sk 18( 1.8%) 19( 1.9%) 57( 5.7%)
Py = 13( 1.3%) 15( 1.5%) 28( 2.8%)
A 15( 1.5%) 15( 1.5%) 30( 3.0%)
22k 10( 1.0%) 11( 1.1%) 21( 2.1%)
7(]0_3, 737] 115(11.5%) 116(11.6%) 231(23.1%)
7l 36( 3.6%) 36( 3.6%) 32( 3.2%)
=5 34( 3.4%) 36( 3.6%) 30( 3.0%)
] 50( 5.0%) 51( 5.1%) 41( 4.1%)
AR 47( 5.7%) 49( 4.9%) 36( 3.6%)
A 47( 5.7%) 47( 4.7%) 34( 3.4%)
AE 26( 2.6%) 27( 2.7%) 53( 5.3%)
A 31( 3.1%) 30( 3.0%) 61( 6.1%)
A F 5( 0.5%) 5( 0.5%) 10( 1.0%)
1009+ w|vk 179(17.9%) 198(19.8%) 48( 4.8%)
1009F] ~1997+1 ©]3} 144(14.4%) 139(13.9%) 283(28.3%)
2009H] ~2999FY] o] &} 104(10.4%) 96( 9.6%) 200(20.0%)
3007H ~3997H o]} 41( 4.1%) 52( 5.2%) 93( 9.3%)
4009+ ~4997H o] 3} 9( 0.9%) 15( 1.5%) 224(22.4%)
5009H ~5997+ o] 3} & 0.6%) 7 0.7%) 103(10.3%)
6007H ~6997FY o] 3} 1€ 0.1%) 1 0.1%) 25( 2.5%)
7008+ ~7997H o]} 2( 0.2%) 2( 0.2%) 12( 1.2%)
8007+ ~899%7H o] 5} 1€ 0.1%) 1 0.1%) 4( 0.4%)
9007FA ~9995+] )3} 1( 0.1%) 0( 0.0%) 2( 0.2%)
1,0009H o)A} 1( 0.1%) 0( 0.0%) 6( 0.6%)
Al 489(48.9%) 511(51.1%) 1000(100%)




